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ATI appoints John Lentaigne as Chief Underwriting Officer  

  

NAIROBI, 30 September, 2016 – The African Trade Insurance Agency (ATI) announced today the 

appointment of Mr. John Lentaigne as the company’s new Chief Underwriting Officer (CUO).  

 

“After a comprehensive recruitment process, we are confident that we found the best person to head 

our business department,” noted Mr. George Otieno, CEO of ATI. "John brings over thirteen years’ 

of experience in political and credit risk underwriting. Combined with his deep industry knowledge 

and networks, he is uniquely qualified to successfully lead ATI toward continued profitability."  

 

Mr. Lentaigne joins ATI at a critical juncture in its development. While ATI is on a clear growth 

trajectory, the company is currently assessing its corporate strategy in order to capitalise on existing 

opportunities and to prepare the organisation for future challenges.  

 

In 2015, ATI’s results showed a continued 5 year growth trend during which premium income has 

more than doubled from $10 million in 2011 to $23 million. In 2015, ATI also posted a record $1.7 

billion in gross exposure and a 36% increase in profits over 2014 with record claims payments of 

$8.7 million.  

 

Prior to joining ATI, Mr. Lentaigne served as the Co-head of Political & Credit Risks at Brit in 

London. He succeeds Mr. Jef Vincent, the current CUO, who is scheduled to retire early next year. 

Mr. Lentaigne and Mr. Vincent will work closely together during a transition phase from October to 

Q-1, 2017. 

  

During his three years at Brit, Mr. Lentaigne established the syndicate’s underwriting team in the 

Political and Credit Risk market and it was during his tenure that Brit was the first syndicate at 

Lloyd’s to obtain permission to underwrite non-trade business on Lloyd’s paper. Prior to joining Brit, 



John established a strong underwriting reputation and track record at both AXIS and at Catlin 

working in both Bermuda and London. He began his underwriting career working for John Charman 

at Ace Global Markets (now Chubb). He also has entrepreneurial experience in both the film and 

music industries. 

 

 

************* 

 

Note to editors:  

 

About The African Trade Insurance Agency 

ATI was founded in 2001 by African States to cover the trade and investment risks of companies doing business in 

Africa. ATI provides Political Risk, Surety Bonds, Trade Credit Insurance and Political Violence and Terrorism & 

Sabotage cover. As of 2015, ATI supported over US$21.5 billion in trade and investments across Africa in sectors 

such as agribusiness, energy, exports, housing, infrastructure manufacturing, mining and telecommunications. ATI is 

a one of Africa’s strongest rated institutions with the 2015 renewal of its Long Term ‘A/Stable’ rating for Financial 

Strength and Counterparty Credit by Standard & Poor’s. 
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